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In our last post Soil Testing for Cropping Decisions (By Vicki Milewski & Mike Milewski) we explored how a scientific approach to soil testing could 
assist in land management decisions like which crops to plant and even when to harvest.  Now we turn our attention to a collection of sporadic soil 
tests that were done over a 50 year time span.  There is not much science in how these tests were done but there is quite a bit of information about the 
soils on our farm and the history of soil testing.   
 
We offer this initial look at the soil tests for field #5 focusing on the idea of Organic Matter and how it is tested in soils.  We have more questions than 
answers and the main question is how were each of these tests administered and how were they calculated to arrive at the numbers placed on each test?  
We called a couple of labs and found each one did things differently so expect to see more info on this soil testing dilemma but we wanted to share this 
intial look at Organic Matter results over the years.  Enjoy! 
 
Soil Tests 
June 29, 2020 Midwest Lab 
April 26, 2017 Dairyland Lab 
October 30, 2012 Dairyland Lab 
November 2008 Soil and Forage Analysis Lab http://uwlab.soils.wisc.edu/reports lab # 5464 
May 16, 2005 Soil and Forage Analysis Lab 
Dec 10, 2004 Midwest Lab 
 
Base test 8/16/1967 
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            1967 
            Organic Matter 
            56,000 lbs per acre 
            About 3% OM  
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